It is difficult to over estimate the importance to dentists of questions bearing upon the prophylaxis of diseases of the teeth, so that no excuse is needful when such as that involved in the title of this paper is taken for discussion.
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A large experience of the use of mercury in the treatment of syphilis, and of psoriasis and some other skin diseases, convinces me that its power of injuring the teeth has been greatly over-rated.
A hundred years ago it was given so rapidly and in such large doses, especially by quacks, that dire results were reported, and this most potent of remedies fell into undeserved disrepute. However, so recently as 1862, Professor There are some who believe that the loss of teeth, together with necrosis of the corresponding part of the alveolar process, which is occasionally, but rarely, seen amongst mirror-makers, is the result of merely the anaemia which mercury produces, and which firstly shows itself in the pale bloodless gum. The similar mischief, which is sometimes seen in the course of the eruptive fevers of children, has also been attributed to the poor condition of the blood, but more probably the specific poison has attacked the teeth because they are part of the dermal system.
If a dose of mercury has been given, the opponents of that remedy would lay the blame on it.
It may not be out of place to mention that the French 
